THE   PENINSULA
Ney countered by threatening a march into Spain
way of Almeida.  It was the last straw.   A report of t
matter was sent to Napoleon, General Loison replac
Ney, while the latter was ordered to Madrid to aw;
developments.
clt is grievous for an old soldier who has commandi
armies for so many years to arrive at such a pass with o:
of his comrades/ reflected Massena. But no such qual
disturbed Napoleon, who by this time was thorough
inured to the quarrels of his Marshalate. 'No one kne
what it was to deal with two men like Ney and Soul
he was to remark later. Now there was Ney's serioi
upset with Massena, who was also at odds with Bessiere
The latter had offended Souk and again Lannes, while th
fiery Gascon was ready to cut the throat of Murat (wr
incidentally had fallen foul of Ney, Souk, and Davout
apart from his other heated moments with Soult. Davoi
shared a mutual dislike with Berthier and Bernadott
Jourdan and Victor annoyed each other, while St. O
and Macdonald "were enemies.
The complaints that poured in were therefore a tax upc
the Emperor's diplomacy, and the most he could do wj
to keep peace by evenly distributing command or makin
a tactful removal here and there. In this case he sei
Ney home to Coudreaux, for his further employment i
Spain would have offended Massena, and his exit froi
the Peninsula was probably the one occasion when Ne
felt no regrets at leaving an enemy in the field. H.
soldierly instincts had long been opposed to a war whic
was largely at the mercy of guerrilla tactics, while it ws
clear that by some fatal mingling of material and psyche
logical factors there was no new lustre to be won by th
French service in Spain.
On March 2znd 1811 Ney paraded his 6th Corps fc
the last time at Carapichina. It was the farewell c
veterans to a Marshal who had ridden ahead of thei
since the time of their formation as a separate unit of th
Grand Army. They had covered the routes of Europ
in